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OPTIC Graphic Organizer for Visual Text #1 (crying Statue of Liberty cartoon)
Fill in each part of the chart.  Please use complete sentences and fully explain each section.

Overview
Write a brief overview of the image. What do you think is happening in this image?

In this image, I notice a crying Statue of Liberty with the 9/11 tragedy reflected in her
eyes. Representing America as a whole, Lady Liberty suffers at the sight of the Twin
Towers.

Parts
Focus on all of the parts of the image by listing all of the details that seem important.
This can be anything regarding color, shading, textures, figures, scenery, key diction,
etc.

● Lady Liberty crying with Twin Towers reflected in her eyes (twice)
● Monochromatic art
● Shocked, but also blank emotion on Lady Liberty’s face
● Huge eyes, zoomed into face only; face is darkly shaded
● No dialogue nor text

Title
Use the title to clarify the subject of the image. If there is not a title, then create one
and explain why you named it that title.

The title of the piece by Mike Luckovich is “The Statue of Liberty Weeps.” It is
simple, yet powerful, as the Statue of Liberty represents all of America “weeping,”
which is typically a more quiet, painful cry.

Interrelationship
s

Specify the interrelationships in the image. In other words, HOW are the parts you
listed above in “P” related to both one another and the image as a whole? How does
your image relate to your theme?

Through this cartoon, Luckovich is saying that all Americans were saddened and
shocked by the 9/11 attacks on the Twin Towers. When the cartoon was published
one day later, on September 12, many were still in shock and a sense of quiet doom
hung over not only New York City, but the country as a whole; the lack of text and
monochromatic art also reflects these feelings.

Conclusions
Draw a conclusion/make textual connections about the image as a whole. When
searching for the conclusion, look for the artist’s purpose. Why was this cartoon
designed in this way, and most importantly, what is the message? This should be a
paragraph response.

Through this political cartoon, Luckovich argues that the 9/11 attacks not only
affected the citizens of New York, but the country as a whole. Lady Liberty
symbolizes everyone in America and our country’s collective grief, shock, and loss
for words. The monochromatic color scheme represents the darkness of the day,
while the sketchy artwork may represent the jumbled, messy, unsure feelings of
American citizens. There is no text because there was nothing to say; the country
was grieving, but also on edge due to not knowing what, if anything, would come
next. Luckovich’s cartoon poignantly encapsulates the myriad of thoughts and
feelings Americans faced on 9/12/2001, immediately following the attacks.


