
Direct Characterization

● Direct characterization means the way an author or another character within 
the story describes or reveals a character, through the use of descriptive 
adjectives or phrases. 
○ In other words, direct characterization happens when a writer reveals 

traits of a character in a straightforward manner, or through comments 
made by another character involved with him/her in the storyline.

○ The author simply TELLS us what the character is like.
■ Example: “Ms. Antonacci is a short teacher with a voice that carries 

throughout the halls of Betty Gray.”



Direct Characterization: Example

From Ernest Hemingway’s The Old Man and the 
Sea:

“The old man was thin and gaunt with deep 
wrinkles in the back of his neck. The brown 
blotches of the benevolent skin cancer the sun 
brings from its reflection on the tropic sea were on 
his cheek… Everything about him was old except 
his eyes and they were the same color as the sea 
and were cheerful and undefeated.”



Indirect Characterization

● Indirect Characterization SHOWS things that reveal the personality of a 
character. 

● There are five different methods of indirect characterization: 
○ Speech: What does the character say? How does the character speak?
○ Thoughts: What is revealed through the character’s private thoughts and 

feelings? 
○ Effect on others: What is revealed through the character’s effect on other 

people? How do other characters feel or behave in reaction to the character?
○ Actions: What does the character do? How does the character behave?
○ Looks: What does the character look like? How does the character dress?

■ Based on “STEAL,” we can INFER character and personality traits. 



Examples: Indirect Characterization

● What can be INFERRED about the following characters, given their 
descriptions?
○ “Amy helped take care of her younger siblings while her mother was 

working the night shift.”
○ “After he was done eating, Steve threw the pizza crust on the living 

room floor.”
○ “She always wore bright colors and had a dazzling smile on her face.”


